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Abstract

This research paper is about the peoples' right for self-determination stated as the major principle of
the contemporary international law. This resulted in a fierce debate among the jurists of the
international law refering to all its aspects. It depicts, in fact, the extent to which the effect and
recognition of the international community to peoples' self-determination. It became clear that self-
determination is the basic rule that can't be denied by any act of the charter of human rights. This is
due to the efforts of many worldly and regional organizations to concretise the said right; notably, the
United Nations Organization by its multiple decisions.

The definition of the said right is confronted to the reality of the racial and religious minorities that
ask for self-determination regarding this principle, which is considered by the internal laws of
countries contradicting another international principle; namely, the sovereignty of countries on their
lands; thus, justifying the oppression exercised on these separatist movements, that trigger self-
determination and freedom. This is what helped find different ways to win this right, among which
are peaceful ways as referendum and agreement or to engage in a war in case there is no peaceful
solution or when oppression is much used.

Despite all this debate and discussion among the international law jurists, any nation's self-
determination won't see light unless there is an international recognition to join the international
community. We notice that this element (recognition) is dicted by narrow, political, ideological, and
economic retrogrades of countries which give it duplicity and self-interest in dealing with the cases of
nations asking for their right to self-determination.



