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Abstract

After studying the topic of smart weapons through various definitions that have

been discussed, it becomes clear that there is no universally agreed-upon
definition of smart weapons, due to the varying contexts in which they are used.
As a newly emerging type of weapon that performs combat tasks on the
battlefield without human intervention, smart weapons are characterized by
autonomy, which distinguishes them from other types of weapons. This has
raised a legal debate regarding their classification whether they fall under
conventional weapons or are considered among modern and advanced weapons.
This distinction is evident as they are categorized into several types, such as
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) and the Iron Dome system.

This study seeks to examine the legality of the use of smart weapons, and to
explore the possibility of subjecting them to the rules of international law, as
well as their compliance with the principles of international humanitarian law,
such as the principles of distinction and proportionality, the principle of military
necessity, and the Martens Clause. However, this remains a challenging issue
due to the absence of a clear legal text regulating the use of such weapons.
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