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Abstract

This thesis deals with the topic of the mechanisms of imagination in the
folktale, through models from mythical tales of the ghoul and the Ghoula. This is
with the aim of uncovering the cognitive mechanisms and mental representations
that these folktales employ in conveying meaning and forming an imagined image
in the mind of the recipient. A cognitive psychological study was relied upon, based
on theories of mental imagery derived from cognitive psychology. Among the
theories used are Paivio’s Dual Coding Theory, the Propositional Theory, Kintsch's

TLC (Teaching-Learning Cycle) theory, and Anderson’s ACT theory.

The Algerian folktale relies heavily on the mechanisms of fictionalization to
produce a vivid mental image that helps the recipient understand social values. It
also presents conflicts between the duality of good and evil. Through these narrative
texts, it becomes clear that imagination is not just a decorative tool but a means of
education and transmission of cultures and lived reality.

Keywords: mechanisms of fictionalization, the ghoul and the ghoula , floktale



