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Abstract:

This study examines rhetorical metaphor from a pragmatic and argumentative perspective,
considering it not merely as an artistic embellishment but as a persuasive tool that plays a vital role
in shaping poetic discourse and influencing the audience. The poetry of the Syrian poet Omar Abu
Risha was selected as a case study due to its rich symbolism, semantic depth, and clear

argumentative expression of his intellectual, political, and emotional stances.

The research addresses a central problem: how metaphor transforms from an aesthetic device into
a persuasive instrument in poetic discourse. This inquiry branches into theoretical and practical
questions concerning the relationship between rhetoric, argumentation, and pragmatics. To explore
these questions, the study employs a pragmatic approach, along with descriptive and analytical

methods.

The thesis consists of three main sections: a conceptual introduction defining key terms such as
argumentation, imagery, and rhetoric; a theoretical section exploring the connection between
metaphor and argumentation through classical and modern rhetorical frameworks; and an applied
section analyzing selected poems by Omar Abu Risha, demonstrating how metaphorical imagery
serves argumentative functions that shape the reader’s perception and reinforce ideological

positions.

The findings reveal that metaphor is not merely ornamental but serves a central persuasive role by
stimulating imagination, intensifying meaning, and evoking emotional and intellectual responses
in the audience. This is particularly evident in poetic contexts where the personal intersects with

the collective, and the emotional merges with the political.




